OTTO WIDMANN, Fellow of the American Ornithologists' Union, authority on the birds of Missouri, careful and accurate observer, and painstaking recorder of notes, left an enviable record of accomplishments. Despite his years he never lost interest in birds or friends and serenely enjoyed the fountain of youth longer than is permitted to most men. Notwithstanding a modest and retiring nature, lack of interest in ordinary social diversions, and a disinclination to write for publication, he won for himself a position of honor and respect through a large circle of personal correspondents. Among members of the Union he was noted chiefly as the father of the social features of the annual meetings and for his penmanship, which resembled copperplate engraving.
be noticed from these dates that he never saw any of his grandparents and that his mother died when he was only ten years of age. None of the family was remarkable for longevity. His father attained 75, his two grandfathers 72, his mother only 47, and her mother 69.
From both of his parents he inherited a love of nature which was carefully cultivated in early youth, but his love of birds was not acquired until he was over thirty. In his autobiography (Wilson Bull., 39: 146-155, 1927) Widmann describes the peculiarly favorable circumstances under which he was born and brought up. His father was connected with the management of the estate of the Grand Duke of Baden and was a nature lover and apparently an all-round naturalist, who in his early youth had collected a large herbarium, and his mother was particularly interested in gardening. Young Widmann had access to the Hofbibliotheke or private library of the Grand Duke, and one of its treasures was a copy of 'Naumann' in 12 volumes with copper-plate colored illustrations of the birds of Germany. Adjoining the library was the Naturalien~Kabinet, a small natural history museum. In the Schlossgarten could be found many live birds, and adjoining the garden were the deer park and a pheasantry where pheasants were reared. As soon as he was old enough Otto was allowed to accompany his elder brother on explorations in search of birds' eggs. Other boys of the same age were also collecting and there was much rivalry to find rare specimens. "I remember well certain events," he writes, "for instance when I found quite unexpectedly the nest with four or five eggs of the Baumpieper, tree pipit. We boys were as usual somewhat scattered in going through the forest when I almost stepped on the nest from which the bird flew. It was a treasure, for it was the first ever found and the eggs were so different from all other eggs, a chocolate brown with markings of a darker color." When his father saw how interested the boys were in egg collecting, he bought them a copy of 'Little Naumann,' 'Die Naturgeschichte der V6gel Deutschlands' by C. G. Friderich, containing 200 colored illustrations of birds.
He also subscribed to 'Naumannia,' the leading German ornithological journal which began publication about 1853.
At the age of 7 young Widmann entered the Lyceum at Karlsruhe, where he continued his studies for nine years. On completion of the course in April 1857, he began his training in the drug business by serving as an apprentice to a local apothecary for three years. Following this he served three more years as a clerk at Freiburg, Schwetzingen, and Neuchatel and then returned for a year's study in the Polytechnium in Karlsruhe. After his graduation in pharmacy in July 1864, two years more were spent in travel, visiting London, Paris, Berlin, Dresden, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Cologne, Antwerp, and Brussels. As a student and during the years of his apprenticeship he had little time for bird study but confined his attention to botany, chemistry, and acquiring a knowledge of French and English. But during his travels he never failed to visit the natural history museums and zoological gardens and thus maintained his interest in birds and mammals.
In March 1866, at the age of 24, he came to America and entered on a career which was destined to extend over more than an average lifetime and to bring him fame in his adopted country. On arrival he became a clerk in a drugstore in Hoboken. During the next year he worked as a clerk in Savannah and New Orleans, and finally reached St. Louis in 1867. Here he devoted his attention strictly to business, often working 16 hours a day, and finally in December 1867 became a proprietor in his business. 
